
GRANARD  MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
Minutes of Meeting of Granard Municipal District held in the Granard Community Library  on Tuesday, 27th March 2018 at 3.30 p.m.

CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor P.J. Reilly.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Paraic Brady, Michael Carrigy,





John Duffy, Martin Mulleady.

IN ATTENDANCE: 

Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.





Mr. David Coppinger, Senior Executive Engineer.





Ms. Ann Marie McKeon, Administrative Officer.
APOLOGY:


Councillor Luie McEntire.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES – circulated.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Mulleady seconded by Councillor P. Brady, the Minutes
of Meeting of Granard Municipal District held on the 30th January 2018 were
confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Mulleady seconded by Councillor P. Brady, the Minutes

of Committee Meeting of Granard Municipal District held on the 27th February 2018 were

confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Mulleady seconded by Councillor P. Brady, the Minutes

of Special Meeting of Granard Municipal District held on the 27th February 2018 were

confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None.
AREA ENGINEER’S PROGRESS REPORT.
The Area Engineers Progress Report was noted. D. Coppinger briefed the members on the following  -
· Road restoration and surface dressing works  - may be necessary to amend some portions of the Roads Programme following severe weather.   David asked for the members to liaise with him regarding any roads in their areas that have deteriorated following the severe weather.

· Community Involvement Scheme  -  four expressions of interest received.

· Local Improvement Schemes  -  seventy five applications on file  -  forty five viable. 

· Works ongoing by Irish Water in the Municipal District area.
Severe Weather
The Cathaoirleach and members complimented the Council staff who were involved in dealing with the many issues which arose throughout the County during the recent severe weather.  

2018 COMMUNITY GRANT SUPPORT SCHEME
Applications received under the Community Grant Support Scheme 2018 were considered 

in detail and agreed by the members.

21st ANNIVERSARY OF THE THE BALLINAMUCK & ESSERT DE BELFORT 
TWINNING AGREEMENT.

It was agreed that a  Civic Reception be held in Aras on Chontae on Friday, 27th July 2018 to 
honour the 21st Anniversary of the the Ballinamuck & Essert de Belfort Twinning Agreement.

TAKING IN CHARGE OF “LOUGHAN HILL”, DRUMLISH, CO. LONGFORD.
On the proposal of Councillor Martin Mulleady seconded by Councillor Pauric Brady, it was unanimously agreed to the taking in charge of “”Loughan Hill”, Drumlish, Co. Longford, as circulated, subject to technical inspection.
NOTICES OF MOTIONS.

Howdins Cross.

The following two Notices of Motions were taken together  -

Proposed by Councillor P.J. Reilly and seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy -

“I propose that  funding be sought for a 'Low Cost Safety Scheme' for Howdin’s Cross on the R194 Granard/Ballinalee Road as a number of accidents have occurred at this bend.”

Proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly -

“Could I get an update on our application for Low Cost Safety Schemes at 
Houden’s Cross, Ballinalee and at the Ohill junction, Ennybegs.”

D. Coppinger stated that he is currently discussing options for improvements to this junction with the Road Design Section of Longford County Council. Some of the options being examined are –

· Replacement of damaged Chevrons and poles.

· Reshaping of clay bank

· Additional road markings (Speed bars) 

· The above options can be done this year. 

Further options for next year (Subject to Funding) are -
· Request safety barrier designer to look at possibility of safety barrier.  

· Additional "High" Chevrons 

· Additional warning signage "Vehicle activated warning signs" dependant on approval of Council Policy.

With regard to Councillor Carrigy’s Motion regarding the Ohill junction, Ennybegs, David informed the members that  a meeting was held with the landowners and numerous emails have been exchanged to clarify the situation. The owners are concerned as to the impact of any acquisition on the residual site value and use. David confirmed that negotiations are continuing. 
Maintenance of Direction Signs.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P.J. Reilly and seconded by Councillor  M. Carrigy  -
“That a programme be put in place to clean and maintain Direction Signs”.
David informed the members that signs are cleaned by Area crews as required and subject to resources being available.   If members have specific concerns please notify the relevant Engineer and the signs will be cleaned as soon as possible.   TII have contractors employed to clean and maintain National Route signage

Playground – Killoe.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor  J. Duffy -
“I call on Longford County Council to prioritise funding for a playground in Killoe in this year’s Clar programme.”

This request has been referred to Frank Horne, RAPID Co-Ordinator.

Councillors Mulleady and Brady also raised the following issues regarding the Playground in Drumlish  -  replacement of seats and mats under the swings.

A.O.B.
Purth Junction.

Will be considered for a Low Cost Safety Scheme.

Resignation of Councillor John Duffy.

The Cathaoirleach and members of the Council paid tribute to John Duffy who announced that he will be resigning from Longford County on the 28th March 2018.  

The members spoke regarding John’s service and dedication to Longford County Council and Granard Municipal District and wished him and his family every success and happiness in the future. 

John Brannigan, Director of Services, on his own behalf and on behalf of the executive and staff, also wished John every happiness in the future and acknowledged his contribution to Granard Municipal District.

John thanked the Cathaoirleach, members and staff for their kind words and also for their help and support during his time as a member of the Council and wished Gerry Hagan every success in his role as a member of the Council.
Attendance by Media at MD Meeting.
The members emphasised the importance of the Media attending MD Meetings in order to highlight the good work being carried on in the MD areas.

2018 Granard MD Annual Meeting.

It was agreed that the 2018 Granard MD Annual Meeting be held on Tuesday, 22nd May, in conjunction with the May MD Meeting.

Site at the Rear of Granard Garda Station.  

David briefed the members regarding an email he received from Neil Ryan, Property Management Services, OPW, regarding the site at the rear of the Granard Garda Station.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: ____________________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Granard Municipal District Meeting held on the 
22nd May 2018.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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